Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida Foundation
Applications for Community Engagement Grants

Miami -- Hialeah
July 18 - August 15, 2011

To Start a New Application, click here.

To Access an Existing Application, click here. 

The City of Hialeah is the lead agency addressing childhood obesity in this Miami-Dade community.

The City of Hialeah is a full-service city serving over 240,000 residents making it the fifth largest city in the State of Florida. Over 95 percent of the City’s residents are Hispanic, making Hialeah a diverse yet unified place to live. The City has many assets, including over 15 community parks with recreation facilities and seven pools. Similar to most communities around the country, the rates of obesity in Hialeah are rising.  Recent statistics show 46 percent of school-age children in Hialeah are overweight, and 27 percent of those being obese. High rates of overweight children have also been documented among 2-5 year-old children enrolled in the WIC program within Hialeah, with 36 percent being overweight, including 20 percent in the obese category. With support of the City Mayor and Council, community stakeholders have determined these rates are unacceptable and have pledged to take action against childhood obesity in the City of Hialeah.

In 2010, the City of Hialeah pledged to build upon a coalition of community partners to change organizational practices, mobilize neighborhoods and communities, and influence policy to address the causes of childhood obesity.  This effort resulted in coordination among public, corporate and media partners in Hialeah working together in developing a comprehensive strategy to combat childhood obesity by raising awareness of programs that support a healthy lifestyle and increasing access to healthy food and physical activity. The Hialeah Healthy Families initiative, supported by the BCBSF Foundation as a part of the Embrace a Healthy Florida addressing childhood obesity initiative, began with the formation of an advisory board and working groups in January 2011 and meetings beginning in March 2011. 

The Hialeah Healthy Families Call to Action plan to address childhood obesity was approved by the community in July 2011 and can be found at www.hialeahfl.gov and at this link [link to PDF].

This Request for Proposals (RFP) seeks ideas and initiatives that support the strategies, activities and policies outlined in the Hialeah Healthy Families Call to Action plan. Applicants are strongly encouraged to collaborate with community partners to build organizational capacity and leverage resources.

Please carefully read the guidelines before you begin this application. The application process is very competitive, so carefully reading the guidelines may prove extremely useful when compiling a strong application. The Embrace a Healthy Florida guidelines can be accessed by clicking the "Help and Guidance" link at the top of the application (see link at the top of this page0.

For information and questions, contact:
City of Hialeah, Education & Community Services Department
7400 West 24 Avenue – 2nd Floor
Hialeah, FL 33016
Phone:  305. 818.9143
Marla Alpizar		malpizar@hialeahfl.gov
Jeffrey Lagomacini	jlagomacini@hialeahfl.gov

Community Engagement Grants serve to build capacity in six communities (Jacksonville, Parramore, Opa-Locka, Hialeah, Sulphur Springs and Tallahassee) and support fundamental efforts to address the causes of obesity at a local and community level.  A Leadership Agency has been selected and funded in each community to lead in coordination and facilitation and partner with the BCBSF Foundation, community members and leaders.  We expect the leadership organization to develop a community plan linking current obesity efforts under way to augment synergy between various sectors, neighborhoods, languages and cultures, approaches and disciplines. Additional grants may support community-based efforts and alliances that emerge from the planning process.  The leadership organization is expected to bring evidence-based practices to the community in a collaborative process. Community mini-grants will help to implement specific strategies the community has identified. We encourage the whole community to guide the work, set priorities and design the strategies. We encourage input from programs that involve parents/caregivers, parenting education, early childhood and health professionals.
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